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with commissions, to determine causes according to those canons, which were now compiled into several volumes, and called jus canonicum ; and these were not only enjoined to be obeyed as laws, but publicly to be read and expounded in all schools and universities, as the civil law was read and expounded there; and this was to be under pain of excommunication to those who neglected. This created quarrels between kings, and several archbishops and other prelates, who adhered to those papal usurpations. For such foreign canons which were received here, never had any force from any papal legatine, or provincial constitutions, but from the acceptance and usage of the Church of England: for the Bishops who were sent from hence to assist in foreign councils, consented to the canons made there ; yet that did not bind the Church of England till allowed by the king and people, as I have already observed. However, when a canon is thus received upon an ancient practice and general consent of the people, in such case it is part of the law of the land. '
Besides these foreign canons, there were several laws and constitutions made here, for the government of the Church, all which are now in force; but had not been so without the assent and confirmation of the kings of England. For even from William the First, to the time of the Reformation, no canons or constitutions made in any synods here were suffered to be executed if they had not the royal assent. And this was the common usage and practice here, when the papal usurpation was most exalted ; for if at any time the ecclesiastical courts did by their sentences endeavour to enforce obedience to such canons, the courts, at common law,- upon complaint made, would grant prohibitions. So that the statute of submission, which was afterwards made An. 25, Hen. VIII. seems to be declarative of the common law, that the clergy could not De jure, and by their own authority, without the kiug's assent, enact or execute any canons. These canons were all collected .and explained by Lyndwood, Dean of the Arches, in the reign of Henry VI. and by him reduced under this method.
1. The canons of Stephen Langton, Cardinal and Archbishop of Canterbury, made at a council held at Oxford, Anno 6 Henry III.